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McConaghy Julianne ;
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From: Boo Magda (NCC)

Sent: 02 May 2019 09:55

To: McConaghy Julianne

Cc: Fell Greg; Hird Susan; Hague Julie

Subject: RE: Renewal Application, Spearmint Rhino, Brown Street, Sheffield

Attachments: SEV Evidence Summary v5.docx

Dear Julianne

Thank you for the opportunity for Public Health to comment on the renewal application for
Spearmint Rhino.

Our view would be that the site at Brown St is no longer suitable for such an establishment due to
the changed use and regeneration of the area, in particular nearby sensitive locations which
include:

- the Sheffield Hallam University buildings adjacent to the site;

- the University Technology College City Centre for children aged 13-18 site a short distance away
on Matilda St;

- the Site gallery now expanded as part of the Cultural Industries Quarter, opposite;

- the substance misuse treatment services a short distance away on Sidney St;

This is also relevant as regards vulnerable adults as the attached health evidence describes that
young age or being a student, illicit drug use, mental ill health are predictive of participation in or
consumption of sex industry products, which include sexual entertainment. A particular concern of
proximity to student venues is that student impoverishment was seen to drive female students into
working in the industry and being in debt is predictive of being both a worker and a consumer in
the industry.

We appreciate that this is difficult for the venue which will have invested in this site, however there
will be other more suitable sites in a city the size of Sheffield. We gave this advice 12 months' ago
when the renewal was last due for consideration and recommended at the time that any renewal
was contingent on the premise using this time to explore more appropriate sites with a view to re-
location. | wonder if you could provide any update as regards alternative site options that the
venue has considered and why they have decided to remain on Brown St?

Thanks and best wishes
Magda

Magdalena Boo

Health Improvement Principal

Office of the Director of Public Health
Room 209, Sheffield Town Hall
Pinstone St

Sheffield

S12HH

0114 273 4152
Mobile: 07780 227 405
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----- Original Message--—-- P 2
From: McConaghy Julianne
Sent: 30 April 2019 16:40
To: Boo Magda (NCC); eps admin; EPS.commercial; Fire; Gibbons Sean (DEL); Hague Julie;
Health Protection; Hepworth Sarah; lan Mettam; Jones Angela (NCC); Lobo Rose; Pitts Steven;
planningdc@sheffield.gov.uk; Police Licensing (E-mail 2); Prasad Shiva; Proctor Matthew;
DPHOffice; Ruston Andy (CEX); Trading Standards; Ward Greg
Subject: Renewal Application, Spearmint Rhino, Brown Street, Sheffield

Afternoon

Please find for your information copy of renewal application in respect of the above premise.
Please note the last date for comments is 27 May 2019.

Many thanks.

Julianne

Julianne McConaghy

Licensing Analyst & Processing Officer

Licensing Service, Business Strategy & Regulation, Block C, Staniforth Road Depot, Sheffield,
S9 3HD

Telephone: 0114 27 34264 Email iulianne.mcconaghy@sheffield.gov.uk or
licensingservice@sheffield.gov.uk
Web: www.sheffield.gov.uk
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Report Title: Sex industry and Sexual Entertainment Venues and health evidence summary

Report Author: Magdalena Boo Health Improvement Principal — Environment, Transport,

Planning & Sustainability

Contact Number: 0114 273 4152

Portfolio: Office of the Director of Public Health

Purpose: To provide a brief and pragmatic review of the literature on Sexual Entertainment

Venues, the sex industry and health.

For Decision

Progress Update

For Steer

Other (for information) X

Report Summary:

Attitudes to the sex industry — including sexual entertainment — may dictate local policies, but
ideological rather than evidence based health approaches can increase heaith and personal

safety risks.

An evidence based health approach to the sex industry and sexual entertainment venues should

be based on:

o Workers’ rights and empowerment of sex workers

e Decriminalisation and geographically compact zones of tolerance

¢ Partnership between criminal justice, health agencies and venues/sex workers

¢ Tailored in-reach of drugs, alcohol, sexual health, mental health, financial inclusion
services to this stigmatised and vulnerable workforce using peer-peer where possible

e Sensitive land use considerations to manage the impact of the sex industry on the wider

population

e Sensible limits on the number of venues and zones in proportion to the local resource of
support services (addiction, sexual health, mental health, criminal justice and regulatory

services)

Ideologically driven approaches such as crackdowns, fines, excessive regulation such as
mandatory registration can displace the sex industry to less populous, more isolated areas or can
encourage a two-tier system with the most marginalised and socially excluded workers being

placed at increased risk.

Recommendations

¢ Applying an evidence based health approach, as set out above, provides the safest
environment for staff working within the industry;
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Sex industry and Sexual Entertainment Venues and health evidence summary

Introduction

This brief and pragmatic evidence summary is intended to support the use of evidence in
determining policy on the commercial sex industry, including sexual entertainment venues
and/or to facilitate policy makers in placing conditions on operations that are evidence based
and/or known to work.

This evidence review can aid the development of Equalities Impact Assessments or Health
Impact Assessments.

Public Health does not make moral judgements on sex work or the sex industry but concerns
itself with the best evidence and best practice for protecting public health.

Methodology

A literature search was conducted by Public Health using the University of Sheffield Starpius
system.

Two search terms were used:

e Sex industry + health
¢ Sexual entertainment venues + health

For some authors, sexual entertainment is included in the term “sex industry” and for this
reason this search term has been used to broaden the available literature as there is only a
narrow selection on sexual entertainment. Where sex industry, as opposed to sexual
entertainment, articles are considered careful consideration has been given to key
messages, if any, that are transferable to wider sexual entertainment.

Only peer reviewed journals, in the English Language from the past 5 years were selected.

No priority was given to quantitative over qualitative or mixed methods approach or over
study design.

Articles from the top 50 most relevant articles were considered.

The articles selected for further review were from a similar regulatory context — UK and
Europe — or from a similar cultural setting in resource rich countries — North America and
Australia. However, similar is not the same and where research is very context specific
caveats have been noted about transferring knowledge and applying findings more
generally.

Much of the commercial sex industry research is centred in resource poor countries in the
Asia-Pacific region. These articles were excluded from further review as it was the view that
findings from these articles were less transferable to a UK context.
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The literature search was limited by time, access and skill; what is presented is a pragmatic
response to consider a fair sample of peer reviewed literature to inform a public health view.
This is not a systematic review or critical appraisal of the literature.

In the table below, the articles are coded “SEV B” for 9 articles sourced under the terms
“Sexual entertainment venues + health” and SEV for 25 articles sourced under the search
terms “Sex industry + health”. Full text of the articles is available on request. Duplicates are
shown in the table.

The conclusions drawn from the articles considered (“key messages” and “findings from the
literature for policy makers”) are those of the author of this paper. The thematic
groupings/codes used are those of the author of this paper. Generally, the notes for policy
makers are based on where there appears to be a consensus across the literature, rather
than a claim made in a single study. Although the aim has been to objectively present
knowledge and evidence, bias is always possible and those intending to use the source are
encouraged to explore the full text of articles.

Findings from the literature for policy makers

Joined up government — Planning and Licensing both have a role in regulating the
environment in which sexual entertainment and sex work takes place and may take differing
views. Timings of operation, discreet operation, the local environmental context in terms of
sensitive land uses and “fit” of venues within that context are key considerations for Local
Authorities. A lack of a joined up approach between Planning and Licensing can make it
difficult for sexual entertainment venues to invest and develop their premises (SEV B1, SEV
B2).

Sensitive land use — There is a reasonable consensus of sensitive land use where SEVs
would not be appropriate which includes residential areas, near schools, near universities or
colleges, near religious sites, near shops or high streets, sexual trauma services amongst
other places. Where land use changes there may no longer be “fit”, for example the opening
of the Olympic Legacy Park School in Attercliffe post-dates the proliferation of the sex
industry in that area but may make it no longer suitable. Sensitive land use and suitability to
the local setting can be used as reasons for refusing a license or limiting hours of operation.
(SEV B1-4).

Young People and students - Evidence suggests most people start work in the SEV under
the age of 25 (73.5%) with the average age of entry into the sex industry being 23 years.
Students are a key source of temporary labour for SEVs, particularly undergraduates and
part-time students. Financial pressure is the main driving force for entering the industry
including student debt, debt from benefit changes, and broader economic pressures.
However, those working in the industry also perceived relatively high pay, shorter hours and
job flexibility as positive factors compared to other employment sectors such as retail.
Students were also key consumers of SEV and sex industry services and debt and illicit drug
use were predictive of consumption. (SEV B8, SEV B9, SEV 3)

More venues/performers increase risk - The literature suggests that the greater the number
of premises and performers/workers, the greater the risks that may be taken to secure
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sufficient remuneration. The type of risk taking behaviour included provision of “extras” in
Sexual Entertainment Venues in private spaces, arrangements to meet clients outside of
SEV for the purpose of selling sex, and in the wider sex industry, agreement to condomless
sex. The literature also suggests that burnout and turnover in health and welfare professions
supporting the industry is high and resources are limited and overstretched. This is pertinent
for policy makers in terms of the expansion of SEV and sex industry as to whether support
services and staff will stretch to cover a greater number of venues or geographical spread of
venues. In one study, dancers were concerned that an increase in venues lowered the
quality of such venues, whereas in another study more venues meant more choice about
where to work and greater ability to move away from exploitative venues (SEV B6, SEV B8,
SEV 2, SEV 3, SEV 19)

Workers rights, self-organisation and self-advocacy — Those working in the industry are well
placed to make recommendations to improve their working conditions and health and safety.
Those involved in sexual labour are a marginalised and stigmatised workforce and although
advocacy, rights and self-organised workers’ groups do exist, policy makers may need to
work hard to ensure these voices are heard. Work with sex workers on rights based work is
seen as a key mechanism for addressing HIV transmission but is underfunded globally.
Workers human rights and social justice approaches rather than punitive, rehabilitate or
rescue approaches are considered most appropriate in this space and investment in sex
worker self-organisation is viewed as crucial. Workers are concerned about basic health and
safety at work such as adequate heat, light, ventilation, access to drinking water as well as
industry specific concerns such as the way abusive customers are dealt with and safety
measures in private areas of premises. (SEV B6, SEV B7, SEV11, SEV 20)

Physical and Sexual Violence -~ those working in the SEV industry and wider sex industry
face high levels of workplace violence, including physical and sexual violence. Regulation of
such workplaces should include health and safety measures to reduce the risk of violence to
staff (SEV B7, SEV 4, SEV 9, SEV 11, SEV 14)

Historic childhood abuse — a number of articles note the association between historical
childhood abuse and working in the sex industry. In one study, almost 1/3 of a sample of sex
workers had prior sexual abuse histories (SEV 4, SEV 14, SEV 18)

Mental Health — just over 1/3 of participants in one qualitative study had mental health
difficulties prior to entering the industry. Another study described the most prevalent mental
health conditions to be anxiety and depression, PTSD and substance misuse disorders with
PTSD linked to violence in the industry or historical childhood abuse. Those working in the
sex industry reported strain on personal relationships and inability to sustain personal
relationships. 1 in 3 sex workers within one study sample of sex workers had prior suicide
attempts and 72.3% were unhappy with life (SEV 3, SEV 4, SEV 12, SEV 14)

Sexual Health — Sex work globally is an important driver of sexual transmission of HIV due to
high partner change. Decriminalisation has the best evidence for HIV prevention and is
recommended by a number of global actors on health and human rights. A key policy
measure should be not to use condom carrying as evidence against sex workers for criminal
prosecution. Partnerships between the sex industry, police and health are key. Working in
the sex industry can negatively impact on romantic relationships with non-paying partners
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and this can impact on condom use in those relationships and therefore transmission risks
for STls and HIV (SEV 5, SEV 6, SEV 12, SEV 17, SEV 21, SEV 22, SEV 24)

Drug use — in one study 53.1 % of the sex worker sample reported crack use and 19.2%
reported heroin as their drug of choice. lllicit drug use was also predictive of consumption of
sex industry services. Sex working women were considered to require more intensive and
tailored substance misuse treatment services. Drug using clients may have lower earning
power, may be limited to outdoor work, and may take greater risks (SEV 14, SEV B9, SEV
24)

Debt and financial inclusion — debt and financial factors were the main driving force to work
in the sex industry in one large study. In other studies, performers were prepared to take
risks for higher remuneration. In one study, dancers detailed how “house fees” for
performers and fines meant starting their shift out of pocket. In another study, student
impoverishment was seen to drive female students into working in the industry and being in
debt was predictive of being both a worker and a consumer in the industry. (SEV B8, SEV
B7, SEV B9, SEV 2, SEV 3

Indoor versus outdoor sex work — there is a consensus of evidence that indoor environments
are safer and where police and health professionals provide supportive in-reach to working
women, these conditions are the safest. (SEV 9)

Human Trafficking — there is a consensus in the literature that sex trafficking is conflated with
commercial sex work against the best available evidence. Although the prevalence of
trafficking for sex work is high at around 25%, the majority of those trafficked globally are in
domestic and agricultural roles. However, 92% of prosecutions for trafficking are for sex
trafficking. There is no disagreement in the literature that sex trafficking is an abuse of
human rights and should be rightfully prosecuted, but there are concerns that this focus on
the sex trade is used to justify excessive surveillance of immigrant women who are already
marginalised, working in this stigmatised and marginalised industry. There is a clear
consensus that distinction must be made between non coerced sex work and trafficking. Sex
workers have in some settings taken a role as peers in screening trafficked women.
Resources and rights rather than criminalisation and rescue are recommended (SEV 7, SEV
10, SEV 11, SEV 16, SEV 20, SEV 23)

Decriminalisation - decriminalisation provides the optimal conditions and best evidence for
HIV prevention, access to police protection, safe working conditions and access to health
services and is supported by global health organisations such as UNAIDS. Zones of
tolerance and legalisation have flaws, as do “end demand” policies. However, geographically
compact zones of tolerance can facilitate inreach by support services such as health.
Conversely, crackdowns and fines and excessive regulation such as mandatory registration
can displace the sex industry to less populous, more isolated areas which are more risky for
workers (SEV 5, SEV 11, SEV 16, SEV 21, SEV 24).

Peers — peer educators were seen as helpful for both sexual health interventions,
empowerment, and anti-trafficking interventions (SEV 21, SEV 22, SEV 7)
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Equality Act 2010 Protected Characteristics and SEV/Sex Industry

Protected Characteristics

Evidence from the literature

Age

Evidence suggests most people start work in the SEV under
the age of 25 (73.5%) with the average age of entry into the
sex industry being 23 years

Disability

Just over 1/3 of participants in one qualitative study had
mental health difficulties prior to entering the industry.
Another study described the most prevalent mental health
conditions to be anxiety and depression, PTSD and
substance misuse disorders.

Gender reassignment

Marriage or civil partnership
(in employment only)

Pregnancy and maternity

Race

The prevalence of trafficking for sex work is around 25%
globally. Consensual sex work should not be conflated with
trafficking, or this can lead to excessive surveillance of
migrant women.

Religion or belief

There is a reasonable consensus of sensitive land use
where SEVs would not be appropriate which includes near
religious sites.

Sex

The consensus in the literature is that the overwhelming
majority of those working in the sex industry (including
SEVs) are women and the majority of customers are men.

Sexual Orientation

Male Sex Workers may sell sex to men regardless of their
own sexual orientation. The male heterosexual commercial
sex work market is a very small proportion of the overall sex
work market. Men who have sex with men (MSM) may be
involved in technology enabled “transactional sex” and may
not view themselves as being sex workers.

Conclusion

An evidence based health approach to the sex industry and sexual entertainment venues

should be based on:

o Workers'’ rights and empowerment of sex workers

¢ Decriminalisation and geographically compact zones of tolerance

¢ Partnership between criminal justice, health agencies and venues/sex workers

e Tailored in-reach of drugs, alcohol, sexual health, mental health, financial inclusion

services to this stigmatised and vulnerable workforce using peer-peer where possible

e Sensitive land use considerations to manage the impact of the sex industry on the

wider population

e Sensible limits on the number of venues and zones in proportion to the local resource

of support services (addiction, sexual health, mental health, criminal justice and

regulatory services)

Magdalena Boo
Health Improvement Principal

Office of the Director of Public Health, Sheffield City Council

January 2018
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Evidence-based Checklist for Regulatory & Welfare Visits to Sexual Entertainment Venues/Sex Industry

Name & organisation of person completing checklist:

Date of visit:
Not Partially Evidenced | Comments
evidenced | evidenced | (+/v)
(+1v) (+1v)

Welfare information is displayed in staff
areas (e.g. sexual health, mental heaith,
addictions, debt, immigration, domestic
abuse)

Under 25s — welfare information
regarding young people, including college
and university welfare services, is
displayed in staff areas.

Dancers info information is displayed in
staff areas
http://www.dancersinfo.co.uk

Trade Union and/or peer support
formation is available in staff areas.

Occupational health contact information is
displayed in staff areas.

Venue welfare and/or safeguarding
contact person information is displayed in
staff/customer areas.

Information is displayed regarding
complaints of abusive staff/customers and
how these will be managed/contact
person.

Private or more secluded areas of the
premises have appropriate measures in
place for protection of staff/customers e.g.
line of sight from venue management,
panic buttons, mirrors.

Staff changing areas are adequately
heated and ventilated.

Staff changing areas are of adequate size
for the number of staff.

taff changing areas have locked storage
.2.9. lockers) for staff personal
belongings.

Staff changing areas are smokefree.

Staff changing areas have access to
drinking water and facilities to make hot,
cold drinks and prepare basic snacks.

Stocked First aid kits (including plasters)
are available in staff areas.

Staff/customer toilets have condom
machines in working order.

Licensed taxi firm numbers displayed for
staff transport in late evening.
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0.

McCona(_;hy Julianne

Subject: FW: Objection to license application spear mint rhino

From:

Sent: 06 May 2019 21:10

To: licensingservice

Subject: Objection to license application spear mint rhino

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN
| Wish to object to the license application of Spearmint Rhino, Brown Street, Sheffield.

I understand that there is currently an investigation going on into serious breaches at the club. |
trust that if the outcome of this investigation is that breaches did happen then the Council will not
grant the license.

Not withstanding the possible breaches that may have happened, the strip club business is based
on the sexualisation and objectification of women, seeing women as a financial commodity rather
than a human being and creating a place where men do not have to consider the thoughts,
feelings or consent of women, but can simply buy whatever they want from them. Licensing
Spearmint Rhino not only encourages these behaviours in men, but legitimises them. Licensing
Spearmint Rhino is therefore not conducive to the Council's Public Sector Equality Duty in which
you have a duty to have regard to the need to eliminate uniawful discrimination, harassment and
victimisation, advance equality of opportunity and foster good relations between the sexes. | do
not believe that the Council has ever explained how licensing Spearmint Rhino ensures that this is
happening and | do not believe that it ever can.

The Council has the legal ability and right, to refuse Spearmint Rhino a license, something which
the Council does not appear to understand. The legisiation allows for local people to have more
say in whether they want strip clubs in their areas, and yet despite the fact that more and more
people object every year, these voices continue to be ignored.

For all of those reasons given above | expect the Council to refuse this license application
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McConaghy Julianne

Subject: FW: Letter of objection to the proposed relicensing of Spearmint Rhino

From:

Sent: 06 May 2019 21:45

To: licensingservice

Subject: Letter of objection to the proposed relicensing of Spearmint Rhino

To whom it may concern,

| would like to once again write to your licensing service politely requesting that the proposed re-licensing
of the "gentlemen's club" Spearmint Rhino in its present incarnation is reconsidered both acting as an
individual and as a supporter of the local Women's Equality Party.

There are many reasons that | have for submitting a letter of objection to the service, not least that as
both identifying as a feminist and advocate for human rights in employment, | believe that the club does
very little to promote positive gender relations between the sexes, where one gender is naked and the
other fully clothed this automatically creates an imbalance. In addition to this point the club is consciously
putting women's physical safety in immediate jeopardy as one of the main "selling points" of such a club
includes women dancing around a pole in extremely high heels which would be considered inappropriate
footwear for the working environment and role in many other organisations where employee safety at
work would be given prime consideration.

As a council with a Public Sector Equality Duty to uphold it is incumbent upon members of your cabinet to
set an example during this age of austerity to licence organisations which will help to support and promote
employment opportunities for men and women alike which are more conducive to the utilisation of
intellectual capacity rather than mental disengagement from the various "sexual entertainment" activities
that take place inside the club as many of the dancers themselves are compelled to do in their occupation.

| would like to conclude my objection with two rhetorical questions:

If a woman's body can be purchased for the purposes of sexual entertainment is it merely a logical
extension of this legalised practice that some individuals who may frequent the club may hold derogatory
attitudes towards all women, as the continued relicensing of such a club serves to facilitate an attitude of
entitlement which may permeate other interpersonal relationships, thereby inadvertently legitimising
violence against women and girls?

How many women over the years since the venue first came to Sheffield a city "where everyone matters"
have been denied the opportunity to apply for a licence to set up their own business in the city providing
further sources of inspiration to their colleagues, family and friends alike?

Please reconsider relicensing this club for the benefit of all women in the city of Sheffield including the
dancers and other employees of the club. A revocation of the current sexual entertainment licence
combined with a bespoke employee career and retraining programme would be a far more favourable
option and use of time than continually providing the means for the coerced commercial exploitation of
human flesh which has more serious ramifications than a mere form of entertainment.

Thank you for your time in reading this objection.
Yours sincerely
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McConaghz Julianne a

Subject: FW: Objection to Spearmint Rhino License Application

From:

Sent: 07 May 2019 08:49

To: licensingservice

Subject: Objection to Spearmint Rhino License Application

Dear Sheffield Council,
I cannot believe I am having to email this in 2019, to a Labour controlled council!

Women’s equality and not having to work in an industry that objectifies women and makes money from this
for profit should not be tolerated in our fine city. You have the obligation to think about all women in
society and not pander to the sex lobby.

I wish to object to the license application of Spearmint Rhino, Brown Street, Sheffield.

[ understand that there is currently an investigation going on into serious breaches at the club. I trust that
if the outcome of this investigation is that breaches did happen then the Council will not grant the license.

Not withstanding the possible breaches that may have happened, the strip club business is based on the
sexualisation and objectification of women, seeing women as a financial commodity rather than a human
being and creating a place where men do not have to consider the thoughts, feelings or consent of women,
but can simply buy whatever they want from them. Licensing Spearmint Rhino not only encourages these
behaviours in men, but legitimises them. Licensing Spearmint Rhino is therefore not conducive to the
Council’s Public Sector Equality Duty in which you have a duty to have regard to the need to eliminate
unlawful discrimination, harassment and victimisation, advance equality of opportunity and foster good
relations between the sexes. I do not believe that the Council has ever explained how licensing Spearmint
Rhino ensures that this is happening and I do not believe that it ever can.

The Council has the legal ability and right, to refuse Spearmint Rhino a license, something which the
Council does not appear to understand. The legislation allows for local people to have more say in whether
they want strip clubs in their areas, and yet despite the fact that more and more people object every year,
these voices continue to be ignored.

For all of those reasons given above I expect the Council to refuse this license application.

Kind regards
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McConaghx Julianne

Subject: FW: Spearmint Rhino

From:

Sent: 07 May 2019 15:07
To: licensingservice
Subject: Spearmint Rhino

Dear Council,
| wish to object to the licence application of Spearmint Rhino, Brown Street, Sheffield.

I understand that there is currently an investigation going on into serious breaches at the club. | trust that if
the outcome of this investigation is that breaches did happen then the Council will not grant the licence.

Not withstanding the possible breaches that may have happened, the strip club business is based on the
sexualisation and objectification of women, seeing women as a financial commodity rather than human
beings and creating a place where men do not have to consider the thoughts, feelings or consent of
women, but can simply buy whatever they want from them. Licensing Spearmint Rhino not only
encourages these behaviours in men, but legitimises them. Licensing Spearmint Rhino is therefore not
conducive to the Council's Public Sector Equality Duty in which you have a duty to have regard to the need
to eliminate unlawful discrimination, harassment and victimisation, advance equality of opportunity and
foster good relations between the sexes. | do not believe that the Council has ever explained how
licensing Spearmint Rhino ensures that this is happening and | do not believe that it ever can.

The Council has the legal ability and right, to refuse Spearmint Rhino a license, something which the
Council does not appear to understand. The legislation allows for local people to have more say in
whether they want strip clubs in their areas, and yet despite the fact that more and more people object
every year, these voices continue to be ignored.

For all of those reasons given above | expect the Council to refuse this licence application.
Please do so! We especially don’t want a strip club in the heart of our Cultural Industries Quarter or within

the Hallam University campus.
Regards,
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McConaghy Julianne

Subject: FW: Spearmint Rhino

From:

Sent: 08 May 2019 10:34
To: licensingservice
Subject: Spearmint Rhino

To whom it may concern
| wish to object to the license application of Spearmint Rhino, Brown Street, Sheffield.

I understand that there is currently an investigation going on into serious breaches at the club. |
trust that if the outcome of this investigation is that breaches did happen then the Council will not
grant the license.

Not withstanding the possible breaches that may have happened, the strip club business is based
on the sexualisation and objectification of women, seeing women as a financial commodity rather
than a human being and creating a place where men do not have to consider the thoughts,
feelings or consent of women, but can simply buy whatever they want from them. Licensing
Spearmint Rhino not only encourages these behaviours in men, but legitimises them. Licensing
Spearmint Rhino is therefore not conducive to the Council's Public Sector Equality Duty in which
you have a duty to have regard to the need to eliminate unlawful discrimination, harassment and
victimisation, advance equality of opportunity and foster good relations between the sexes. | do
not believe that the Council has ever explained how licensing Spearmint Rhino ensures that this is
happening and | do not believe that it ever can.

The Council has the legal ability and right, to refuse Spearmint Rhino a license, something which
the Council does not appear to understand. The legislation allows for local people to have more
say in whether they want strip clubs in their areas, and yet despite the fact that more and more
people object every year, these voices continue to be ignored.

For all of those reasons given above | expect the Council to refuse this license application.

Yours
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McConaghz Julianne

Subject: FW: Spearmint Rhino, Brown Street, Sheffield.

From:

Sent: 08 May 2019 14:17

To: licensingservice

Subject: Spearmint Rhino, Brown Street, Sheffield.

| wish to object to the license application of Spearmint Rhino, Brown Street, Sheffield.

| understand that there is currently an investigation going on into serious breaches at the club. | trust that if the
outcome of this investigation is that breaches did happen then the Council will not grant the license.

Not withstanding the possible breaches that may have happened, the strip club business is based on the
sexualisation and objectification of women, seeing women as a financial commodity rather than a human being
and creating a place where men do not have to consider the thoughts, feelings or consent of women, but can
simply buy whatever they want from them. Licensing Spearmint Rhino not only encourages these behaviours in
men, but legitimises them. Licensing Spearmint Rhino is therefore not conducive to the Council's Public Sector
Equality Duty in which you have a duty to have regard to the need to eliminate unlawful discrimination,
harassment and victimisation, advance equality of opportunity and foster good relations between the sexes. |
do not believe that the Council has ever explained how licensing Spearmint Rhino ensures that this is
happening and | do not believe that it ever can.

The Council has the legal ability and right, to refuse Spearmint Rhino a license, something which the Council
does not appear to understand. The legislation aliows for local people to have more say in whether they want
strip clubs in their areas, and yet despite the fact that more and more people object every year, these voices
continue to be ignored.

For all of those reasons given above | expect the Council to refuse this license application.

Yours sincerely
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McConaghy Julianne

—
Subject: FW: OBJECTION TO THE RE-LICENCING OF SPEARMINT RHINO, SHEFFIELD
From:

Sent: 09 May 2019 11:58
To: licensingservice
Subject: OBJECTION TO THE RE-LICENCING OF SPEARMINT RHINO, SHEFFIELD

For the Attention of Licensing Officers,
OBJECTION TO THE RE-LICENCING OF SPEARMINT RHINO, SHEFFIELD

I wish to register objection to the re-licencing of Spearmint Rhino, Sheffield on the serious grounds outlined in the
attached letter.

Kindly provide acknowledgement.

Yours faithfully,
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09 May 2019

FAO : licensingservice(@sheftield.gov.uk

Dear Licensing Officers,

OBJECTION TO THE RE-LICENCING OF SPEARMINT RHINO, SHEFFIELD

I wish to register objection to the re-licencing of Spearmint Rhino, Sheffield on the grounds
outlined below:

1.  Breach of rules and regulations

Undercover investigators recently provided hard evidence of violation of club rules including
evidence of prostitution and prohibited sexual contact and sex acts taking place within the club
www.notbuyingit.org.uk/SheftieldPls It is now undeniable that sexual abuse and harassment of
women takes place at the Spearmint Rhino club Sheffield and that the Council has full knowledge
and evidence of this.

These concerns have been reiterated by the police. Women who have worked at this club exposed
abuses and violation of rules at the Spearmint Rhino Sheffield at its previous license hearing but
were marginalised and ignored.

It is well known that such violations of regulation cannot be mitigated by ‘increased regulation’
such as by extra CCTV or ‘improved security’: www.notbuyvingit.org.uk/CamdenPls
www.notbuyingit.org.uk/ManchesterPls : www.notbuvingit.org.uk/Publication#Press

The sexual predation and degradation of women is commonplace at the Spearmint Rhino club and
should have no place whatsoever in Sheffield: relicensing of the club should therefore be denied.

2. Prevention of Crime & Disorder Licensing an Illegal Brothel

The club has been under the same management for years yet there is longstanding concern that it
has been operating as a form of brothel for a very long time. Recent investigations have confirmed
the license holder is in clear violation of license rules, there is brokering of prostitution going on
and thus considerable urgency for renewal of the license to be refused.

Renewal of the license to Spearmint Rhino, Sheffield would effectively provide license to an
organisation operating as an illegal brothel and could lead to the Council being taken to court
themselves at unacceptable financial cost to the city (see also Point 4 below).

3. Unsuitable location according to the Council’s own policy

The venue for the Spearmint Rhino club in Sheffield is in an inappropriate locality in the middle of
university vicinity; close to schools, nurseries, children’s library, Together Women Project for
vulnerable women; in the cultural centre of the city and so on.

The law provides absolute power to all Councils nof to relicense any strip club on the grounds of
inappropriate locality alone. This power is irrefutable and cannot be challenged in the courts. Strip
club operators have not succeeded in challenging refusal on these grounds. It is not necessary for
there to have been any change in the area, any material change in circumstances or any ‘evidence
of harm’ for a Council to refuse to relicense a strip club: www.notbuvingit.ore.uk/Siripl.egal,
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However, there is now evidence of overwhelming abuse and harm arising within and from the
activities of Spearmint Rhino, Sheffield and the Council has persistently been made aware of this.

4. Breach of Equality Law

The inappropriateness of the Council’s pro-strip industry, anti-equalities stance plus its failure to
uphold equality law has been plainly established through its loss of two court cases at the cost of
£130,000 of tax payers’ money. I urge the Council not to relicense Spearmint Rhino, Sheffield and
to divert monies previously used for court cases to defend harms of the sex club, to the provision
of exit packages to all performers, who will need support once this venue is shut.

I call upon Sheffield City Council not to renew the license for Spearmint Rhino, Sheffield in the
light of evidence-based concerns exposing the considerable harms of the club for citizens —
particularly women and girls - of our city.

Yours faithfully,

2
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McConaghy Julianne

Subject: FW: Objection to the Spearmint Rhino, Brown Street, Sheffield license application

From:

Sent: 09 May 2019 18:28

To: licensingservice

Subject: Objection to the Spearmint Rhino, Brown Street, Sheffield license application

Dear Sir/Madam,
| would like to object to the Spearmint Rhino license application, once again.

Having been engaged in previous objections, I'm aware that there is a current investigation into
serious breaches of conduct within the club. | would expect that without reservation, should the
outcome of the investigation demonstrate that the breaches have happened, Sheffield Council wil
not grant the license.

Stripping is presented by those who enjoy it, and who can profit from it, as a harmless,
‘lightweight’ entertainment medium. In my reality, as a woman and mother to a teenage girl,
places like Spearmint Rhino actively encourage the objectification of women, with the wider
ramifications across society - that women should be pretty, silent, and constantly sexually
available, with cash outweighing her right to say no.

Licensing Spearmint Rhino legitimises this objectification, and | agree with the argument that this
is not conducive to the councils Public Sector Equality Duty, in particular the need to eliminate
discrimination, harassment and victimisation. | have yet to see any explanation of how licensing a
strip venue can meet the Equality Duty. | suspect this is because the Council is unable to
construct a robust argument to do so.

The economic argument - that women should have to opportunity to make money from their body
- carries no weight. We no longer allow men to work in industries that cause them harm,

legislating by health and safety regulations. Women in the sex industry suffer excessive harm from
violence, sexual assault and poor mental health - no amount of money can balance this out.

Sheffield Council has the right, and legal ability to refuse the license. It is not prudish or old-
fashioned to deny a strip club license in our city - it would be an inclusive and forward thinking
action that expresses in a meaningful way a commitment to gender equality in Sheffield.

| would appreciate being sent the debate/decision, or a link to the decision making process for this
license which | truly expect to be denied, and if issued, to have extremely robust positive reasons
for doing so.

Yours sincerely,

Sent from my iPad
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McConaghy Julianne

Subject: FW: Spearmint Rhino licence

From:

Sent: 09 May 2019 19:26

To: licensingservice

Subject: Spearmint Rhino licence

Dear Sir/Madam
| write to object to Spearmint Rhino's licence application.
First - | believe they are currently being investigated regarding serious breaches.

Even without these breaches | object to the council's support for a trade that blatantly objectifies
and commodifies women.

Yours faithfully

Sent from my iPhone
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